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Songs of Freedom Lesson Plan
New York State Social Studies Standard 1 – History of the U.S. and New York

Students will: use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York.
New York State Social Studies Standard 3 – Geography

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography

of the interdependent world in which we live—local, national, and global—including the distribution

of people, places, and environments over the Earth’s surface.
Essential Questions:

What were some of the challenges facing those who escaped slavery on the Underground Railroad?
What are some ways people resisted slavery and some ways people tried to put an end to slavery in the United States?

Assessment:

Students will understand the basic purpose and operation of the Underground Railroad.
Students will be able to describe some of the conditions of life under the slavery system.

Students will understand the goals and some of the strategies of the Abolitionist Movement.

Students will be able to describe some of the challenges of free African-Americans in the North.
Materials:

· Amani’s Journey Map for each student

· Box of Artifacts and Documents (detailed below)

· Recording from Songs of Freedom and CD Player

Review, Preview, Connections, Teacher Presentation:

Last session students watched the film, Songs of Freedom and discussed it afterwards.

10:00
INTRODUCTION – Whole Group – 25 minutes

1. Help students recall last session:
“Do you remember what we saw together last week? . . .”

2. Students will look over the illustrations they generated from the last session and recall the film and discussion

3. Enter Teacher-in-role as Historian: 
“We were doing some research in St. Catherine’s, Canada and found this box with all this strange stuff in it.  We hoped you could help us figure out what this is and what it can tell 
us . . . . ” 
4. Reveal Box of Artifacts and Documents.  Prompt students to hypothesize about the relevance of the objects to Amani’s Journey .  
5. Divide into Crews.
A. Plantation Crew: Potato and Plantation Photo

B. Underground RR Crew:  White Sheet and Harriet Tubman photo

C. Rochester Abolitionist Crew:  North Star page and Quill Pen
D. Freedom Life Crew:  Schoolbook and Slate
6. Explain that we need to investigate each of these connections to Amani’s story.
“Wow.  This is fascinating.  Other people should know about this amazing story. Could you help us?  Your expedition will be to follow Amani’s journey to freedom so that we can publish it for others to learn about it.  We need you to do some research to fill in the details for us to include in our book.”  
7. Distribute to each student a Map of Amani’s Journey for recording what we learn about the different topics connected to geographic points along the route.

8. Crews report to stations along Amani’s route.

Work Time:

10:25
CREWS WORK AT STATIONS – 25 minutes

1. Crews report to stations along Amani’s route. Each station is either facilitated by an adult or includes a clearly written set of questions/instructions related to the artifacts.

2. Goal at each station is to have students use the artifacts and additional sources to discover more about the specific topic/journey point in order to report back information for the Amani book.
3. Emphasize the geographical point on the journey.
4. Use the objects from the box.  Introduce other sources if you want with questions that foster student interpretation of documents.

5. Crew members should record their findings on their Maps.

[In our pilot, each station was manned by an adult “expert” to guide the students.  Crews visited one station only.  Alternatives include visiting multiple “self-service” stations, or involving multiple classrooms as stations, or extending the experience over multiple sessions.]

10:50
CREWS REPORT – Whole Group -- 20 minutes

1. Project map route for all to see.

2. Facilitate the reporting out of the Crews.
Teacher-in-role: “Amani made her journey over 150 years ago.  Could you please inform me what I need to know to better understand her experience?”  
3. Crews present.  Students add notes to their maps as others present.

4. Teacher-in-role facilitates discussion to include relevant information about topics.
Closure:  
11:10
WRAP-UP – 10 minutes

Ask students: What else do we need to learn about in order to publish our book?
Have students submit their work for the historians to include in their book detailing Amani’s journey.

Distribute Songs of Freedom coloring book?
Learning Extensions:
11:20
SING “Wade in the Water” – 10 minutes
Discuss the importance of music in the lives of Amani and her family.

What additional meaning does the song have now that we know more about the experiences of those who escaped through the Underground Railroad.  
Students sing along with the recording to end the session.

NOTES:

Need better way for students to report out.—place to record Notes – purpose for research must be articulated clearly.
Connect song to Amani’s story and the history lesson on underground RR more clearly.
Chronological context

Personalize:  if you were
. . . an abolitionist





. . . a conductor on the Underground RR





. . . living on a plantation

